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The Dublin Cycling Campaign is a voluntary advocacy organisation that has been promoting cycling and the benefits 
of cycling for the past 25 years. Dublin Cycling Campaign is a member of Cyclist.ie, the Irish Cycling Advocacy 
Network, through which we are an active member of the European Cyclists’ Federation (ECF). Our vision of Dublin is 
of a vibrant Living City where people can safely enjoy cycling and walking. Our mission is to affect and support 
change for Dublin as a better city by: promoting cycling as an activity with significant health, social, environmental, 
cultural and economic benefits; being a Champion (The Voice) for cycling and cyclists in Dublin 
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1. Introduction and Summary  
 
Dublin Cycling Campaign (DCC) is the leading member of Cyclist.ie - the Irish Cycling Advocacy 
Network, and is now well established and recognised as effectively representing everyday 
cyclists by Local Authorities, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTAS), other 
government departments and agencies, other NGOs and the media.  
 
This enables us to work on behalf of existing and potential cyclists in moving to our vision of 
‘Dublin as a Living City where people of all ages can enjoy cycling’. Cycling numbers have 
continued to increase in the city year on year. Dublin City Council’s Canal Cordon Counts, 
recorded each November, show an increase of cycling year-on-year with 12,500 cyclists 
recorded in November 2018 as travelling into the city during the morning peak (07:00 to 10:00). 
This represents a doubling of cycling numbers since 2010.  
  
DCC has continued to campaign for a range of measures including:  
 

● 10% of the total land transportation budget to be allocated for cycling - targets which 
have now been inscribed into the report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate 
Action (JOCCA) published in March 2019 and into the Climate Action Plan published in 
June 2019.  

● improved infrastructure for cycling, including via BusConnects and MetroLink projects 
● lower safer urban speed limits and 30km/hr zones  
● more, better, and secure bike parking,  
● better enforcement of traffic regulations,  
● cycling training for school children  
● Women on Wheels 
● the Minimum passing distance law (MPDL) using our network of volunteers 

 
DCC continues to make detailed and high quality formal submissions on a variety of plans and 
consultations, so that the views of cyclists are well understood.  
 
Dublin Cycling Campaign is a recognised stakeholder with the Local Authorities and the voice of 
cyclists. There are major projects in various stages of planning taking place across the four 
Dublin Local Authorities such as the Royal Canal Greenway, North Strand cycle route, Liffey 
cycle route, East Coast Trail, Dodder Greenway, Fitzwilliam square segregated cycle track and 
College Green. All of these projects are slow to get through planning and get to the construction 
stage - for various reasons – but we are there to act on cyclists’ behalf and work to ensure that 
we get the best designs possible.  
 
A presentation was made in front of Minister of State John Halligan at an event hosted by Sense 
about Science (www.senseaboutscience.org) in November in the Dáil - another opportunity to 
promote evidence based policy towards a more sustainable environment. Dublin Cycling 

 

http://www.senseaboutscience.org/
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Campaign was also shortlisted for the Charity Impact awards. While we did not win, it was a 
great achievement to be short-listed and an enjoyable night out at the awards ceremony and 
another opportunity to showcase Dublin Cycling Campaign’s work.  
 
One major highlight of 2019 was the hosting of the ‘Velo-city’ conference, the world’s largest 
cycle planning conference in the National Convention Centre. We played a critical role in 
supporting the bid for this conference back in 2015-2016, and we look forward to seeing many 
positive ripple effects over the coming years resulting from bringing approx 1400 cycling experts 
and advocates to Dublin.  
 
 

 
 
 
A major protest cycle called #iBikeiVote was held just before the local elections in May to 
highlight the voting power of cyclists. We believe it had a major impact in getting pro cycling 
councillors elected and we hope it will shift the political landscape to a more cycling friendly 
environment and influence the election of TD’s for the next Dáil.  
 
We ran a successful campaign to promote the construction of the segregated cycle lane along 
Fitzwilliam square. Over 1700 submissions were sent into Dublin City Council in light of a 
campaign to highlight its importance.  
 
2019 is the second year of giving the new Lord Mayor his own bicycle. In 2018 it was Cllr Niall 
Ring and in 2019 it was presented to Cllr Paul McAuliffe. Cllr McAuliffe has since hosted a 
meet-and-greet session with Councillors and cycling campaigners in the Mansion House and 
led out the cycle parade on his bicycle for the Velo-city conference.  
 
I hope that this report on our activities and organisation will inspire you to join us in helping to 
make Dublin a better, more liveable, cycle friendly city. I want to take this opportunity to thank all 
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the volunteers within Dublin Cycling Campaign and beyond for their amazing inputs and 
contributions. I look forward to continued improvements in Dublin’s Cycling Network, and 
general conditions for cycling, and working with you into the future.  
 
 

 
 
Dr. Paul Corcoran 
Chairperson of Dublin Cycling Campaign  
 
10 September 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DCC Chairperson, Dr. Paul Corcoran is pictured above (on the right) with Dublin City Lord Mayor, Cllr Paul McAuliffe, 
and Joanna Donnelly, RTE Meteorologist and Dublin Cycling Campaign supporter.  
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2. Aim Group #1 - Infrastructure Working Group  
 
Aim 
Improve our roads and public spaces to enable and encourage Active Travel. 
 
Targets 
1. Ensure best-practice designs on all cycling routes. 
2. Redesign 10 most hostile junctions. 
3. Implementation of iconic cycling routes, e.g. Liffey Cycleway, Dodder Greenway, S2S etc. 
4. Implementation of all primary routes in the NTA’s Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network Plan. 
5. More high-quality bike parking throughout the city. 
6. Each of the Dublin councils to pilot at least one Quietway (Route with reduced traffic). 
7. Expansion of public bikes schemes to all areas of Dublin. 
 
Overview 
2018-2019 was an incredibly busy and productive year for Dublin Cycling Campaign’s 
Infrastructure working group. Here we summarise some of the main activities of this Working 
Group (covering the period October 2018 to September 2019). Working group Meetings held in 
October, November, January, February and May (x2).  
 
 Allocate4 Cycling  
One of the critical overarching campaigns Dublin Cycling Campaign and Cyclist.ie have been 
working on - in close collaboration with the Stop Climate Chaos coalition of groups -  is the 
campaign to have 10% of the transport budget spent on cycling (currently it is around 1-2%). A 
major success was for the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action (JOCCA) to include 
this target and for it to be included in the Climate Action Plan published in June 2019. We have 
been pushing this objective in many submissions including our Pre-Budget submissions.  
 
BusConnects  

● Led by Kevin Baker 
● Submissions made on all 16 Core Bus Corridors.  
● BusConnects open forum - after December Liffey Cycle 
● Volunteers attended a number of the BusConnects community forums 
● Leafleting in March to encourage the public to make submission - Rathmines, Kimmage, 

Grand Canal 
 
Fitzwilliam Square  

● submission and leafleting campaign - 4 Oct  
● Approx 1700 submissions received by Dublin City Council in favour of the proposals.  

 
Metrolink 

● Submission on Phibsborough / Royal Canal Greenway and engagement with TII/NTA 
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Liffey Cycle Route 

● Success! Proposed route published in March. Campaign held design meetings on the 
scheme and made submissions on final plan 

 
Dublin City Council Engagement  

● Led by Colm Ryder and Colm Walsh 
● Transportation Strategic Policy Committee (SPC)  
● Cycling and Walking Sub-committee of the SPC. Continued attendance at (generally 

quarterly) meetings of both of these committees.  
● Additional ‘Quick-win’ meetings with DCC engineers 

 
Wider Engagement with Authorities and Submissions 

● All Local Authorities via the Transportation SPCs and various active committees 
● TII/NTA meeting re LUAS design issues and cycling 
● National Departments and Agencies 
● College Green submission and attendance at public hearings 
● A variety of planning submissions and engagement on 30kph zones 

 
Bike Parking - Vegfest 

● The Dublin Cycling Campaign provided valet bike parking service at Dublin VegFest on 
the weekend of 22 and 23 September 2018. 4400 people attended the event and 106 
cyclists used the facility over the weekend. 
 

 
 

● This free service allowed people who cycled to the event to park their bikes at the 
festival entrance in a supervised facility which was operated by Dublin Cycling Campaign 
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volunteers. There was no charge for the use of the service to the event organiser or to 
the individual bicycle users. 

● The Dublin Cycling Campaign was very happy to be involved with VegFest. It enabled us 
to try out a simple, efficient and cost effective model for bike parking at events. We were 
able to promote the campaign and sign up new members. Thanks to  Dublin City Council 
there were no costs to the campaign directly. We look forward to learning from this event 
and offering this service to other events in the future. 
 

Quickwins 
Social Media survey November 2018 - 216 responses. Collated and discussed with DCC in 
January. DCC focused items in and around Convention Centre in preparation for VeloCity 2019 

 
Liffey Cycle 
October, November, December and April. April event was to celebrate the publishing of the 
Liffey Cycle route. 
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